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AS I flitted around the region 
this week, I spied with my lit-
tle pixie eye a wine that could 
cheekily tempt anyone into 
loving it! 

Meet the darkly delicious 
McHenry Hohnen Tempra-
nillo - a wine of gusto and 
intrigue. 

Originally hailing from the 
rocky lands of the Iberian 
Peninsula wine regions of 
northern Spain and Portugal, 
this bold and broody grape 
found its way to Australia 
during the 1990s. 

And it seems to love 
the Margaret River soils 
and climate.

The name comes from the 
Spanish temprano, meaning 
'early', which is fitting as this 
grape makes an entrance 
earlier in the season, ripen-
ing before other red varieties.

And with such a vibrant 
personality, why not steal 
the show?

There are some brilliant 
examples of this Spanish 
variety across the country; 
however, McHenry Hoh-
nen's Temp is a cracker-com-
manding the arena with 
bravery, agility and grace. 

If you love a good winter's 
red, I urge you to try this 
juicy and delectable wine. 
And hey, even if you are not 
a red wine fan, trust me, give 
it a go.

Thriving in the gravelly 
soil of their biodynamically 
certified Hazel's Vineyard 
in southern Margaret River, 
McHenry Hohnen's Tempra-
nillo vines produce concen-
trated, thick-skinned berries 
with intense flavour and 
fragrance. 

"We are aiming for a fresh 
and aromatic Spanish Crian-

za style, so we keep extrac-
tion very soft, yet retaining 
the typical Tempranillo tan-
nic profile, which is savoury 
and earthy," explains head 
winemaker Jacopo 'Japo' 
Dalli Cani.

A Tempranillo's person-
ality can be courageous and 
passionately egotistical as a 
matador or light and sensual 
on its feet like a flirty flamen-
co dancer. 

Temper or temptress? 
Is it bold and knows what 

it wants? 
Or is it just downright be-

guiling and caressing?
MH's Tempranillo 

simmers perfectly in be-
tween-cloaked with a bull-
fighter's dazzling charisma 
and brilliance, yet twirls with 
the elegant poise of a bailao-
ra de flamenco. 

There is so much to love 
about this wine.

It is a true Tempranillo, 
stomping its feet rhythmi-
cally to its Spanish roots, yet 
sublimely Margaret River in 
its branches, a parting gift 
from the southern soils from 
which it is grown. 

Japo's words and 
winemaking capture 
this perfectly.

"If farmed with attention 
and consideration and ap-
plying the correct care and 
technique in the winery, 
you can produce expressive, 
exciting wines that deliver a 
unique sense of place." 

So, my friends, it's time to 
pull out the dusty paella pan, 
refine your taco repertoire, 
or polish your pizza-making 
skills and invite the gang to 
celebrate Tempranillo. 

Wine is more fun 
when shared!

And if you end up a con-
verted and besotted fan 

(which I can guarantee you 
will) and are tempted to 
explore the world of Tem-
pranillo, here are a few more 
to try (you can find these at 

Margaret River Liquor Store 
or respective cellar doors): 

 ■ Juniper Canvas 
TempranilloBlue 
Poles Hopping Stone 

TempranilloDormilona's 
Rosado 
Have fun. Enjoy. Discover. 

Live. 
The Pickled Pixie

Psst. I know red wine and 
seafood may make you think 
twice, but it works! If the red 
has good acidity, juicy fruit, 
and not much oak (like this 
Tempranillo), go for it! This 
wine has a lightness that can 
carry seafood beautifully. 

THE PIXIE REVIEW
The colour screams of vi-

brant, juicy depths-the kind 
you want to dive into.

From the first smell, you 
enter a velvet forest of dark 
fruits, and lush brambles, 
with wisps of violet and a 
pretty pop of sarsaparilla 
and cherry cola. 

The palate continues the 
seamless tale of plush fruit, 
braided with subtle spices 
and dusky cacao that lends 
a chocolately smooch. 

The tannins and acidity 
harmonise to perfection, 
producing a wine that 
stands to attention yet lin-
gers meltingly in the mouth.

 ‘‘It is a true Tempranillo, stomping 
its feet rhythmically to its Spanish 
roots, yet sublimely Margaret River 
in its branches, a parting gift from 
the southern soils from which it is 
grown.

'Big, bold and broody'

MCHENRY HOHNEN'S HENRY AND JAPO. BELOW: Sunrise at the vineyard, the McHenry Hohnen Tempranillo. 
Pictures: Driftwood Photography

Tempranillo makes 
quite the entrance
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Jenny Colquhoun at 
Margaret River Podiatry has

for all your podiatry needs, including general foot care, sports 
injuries, heel pain, children’s concerns, ingrowing toenails

Serving the local community for over 20 years
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SILVER VINES
RETIREMENT VILLAGE
MARGARET RIVER

Contact
Richard Krikken
0488 988 292

Beautiful 2 bedroom
+ study Villas in the
heart of Margaret River.


